Some Questions to Ponder:
1. From all the readings for this Shabbat, what verse or verses touched your heart and fired your imagination?
I was touched by Hoshea 14:3 where we are commanded to “take words with yourself and return to HaShem”. The very idea that words have such power to replace actions is mind-boggling!

2. What are the main topics and divisions of the Torah Seder for this Shabbat?
1. 1-12 Discharge from the male 

2. 13-15 Man with discharge becomes clean

3. 16-18 Seminal emission

4. 19-24 Woman with a discharge
3. What questions were asked of Rashi regarding Vayiqra 15:2?
IF [ANY MAN] HAS A DISCHARGE – How does the phrase “from his flesh” explain the location and characteristics of an unclean discharge?
HIS DISCHARGE IS UNCLEAN – Is the man and also the discharge unclean or just the man only?
4. What questions were asked of Rashi regarding Vayiqra 15:3?
Runs – What does רָר mean?

with his discharge – What does this look like?

or [his flesh is] plugged up – What does this tell us about the discharge?
5. What questions were asked of Rashi regarding Vayiqra 15:13?
When...is cleansed – When is the discharge cleansed?

seven days...for his purification – What specifics are to be observed during these seven days?
6. What questions were asked of Rashi regarding Vayiqra 15:19?
[If a woman] has a discharge – Where does her discharge originate?

her flesh discharging blood – What color is this discharge?

in her state of menstrual separation – What dhoes this נִדָּתָהּ word mean?

she shall remain in her state of menstrual separation – Is there a minimum sigting?
7. What questions were asked of Rashi regarding Vayiqra 15:23?
And if he is on the bedding – Does he have to touch what she touched?

or on the object – What does this phrase include?

when he touches it, he becomes unclean – What does this clause refer to?

when he touches it, he becomes unclean – Are his garments defiled?
8. What questions were asked of Rashi regarding Vayiqra 15:24?
[the uncleanness of] her menstruation shall be upon him – How does this clause affect his timing?
9. How is Vayiqra 15:2 related to Vayiqra 15:24?
v.2 speaks of a man with a discharge being unclean and v.24 speaks of a man who becomes unclean by contact with a woman with a discharge. Thus we see immorality in both acts: The first is a sexual disease brought on by an immoral act, and in the end he is engaging in prohibited sex and thereby engaging in immorality.
10. Where in the readings for this Shabbat is it insinuated that we are in a period of returning to G-d?
All of our aslamatot speak of returning: Hoshea 6:1, Hoshea 14:3, and Micah 7:18.

11. How is the Torah Seder related to our reading of Psalm 79:1-13 both by verbal tally and thematically?
The verbal tallies between the Torah and the Psalm are:
HaShem - יהוה, Strong’s number 03068.

Say - אמר, Strong’s number 0559.

Flesh - בשר, Strong’s number 01320.

Vayikra (Leviticus) 15:1 And the LORD <03068> spake unto Moses and to Aaron, saying <0559> (8800),

2  Speak unto the children of Israel, and say <0559> (8804) unto them, When any man hath a running issue out of his flesh <01320>, because of his issue he is unclean.

 

Tehillim (Psalms) 79:2 The dead bodies of thy servants have they given to be meat unto the fowls of the heaven, the flesh <01320> of thy saints unto the beasts of the earth.

Tehillim (Psalms) 79:5 How long, LORD <03068>? wilt thou be angry for ever? shall thy jealousy burn like fire?

Tehillim (Psalms) 79:10 Wherefore should the heathen say <0559>, Where is their God? let him be known among the heathen in our sight by the revenging of the blood of thy servants which is shed.

Tehillim (Psalms) 79:11 Let the sighing of the prisoner come before thee; according to the greatness of thy power preserve thou those that are appointed <01121> to die;

Thematically, both the Torah portion and the Psalm Speak of a habitation being defiled: Man being that habitation in the Torah and The Temple (a figure for man) in the Psalm.

12. How is the Torah Seder related both by verbal tally and thematically to our Ashlamatah of Hosea 6:1-11‎?
The verbal tallies between the Torah and the Ashlamata are:
HaShem - יהוה, Strong’s number 03068.

Israel - ישראל, Strong’s number 03478.

Man - איר, Strong’s number 0376.

Vayikra (Leviticus) 15:1 And the LORD <03068> spake unto Moses and to Aaron, saying,

2  Speak unto the children of Israel <03478>, and say unto them, When any <0376> man <0376> hath a running issue out of his flesh, because of his issue he is unclean.

 

Hoshea (Hosea) 6:1 Come, and let us return unto the LORD <03068>: for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten, and he will bind us up.

Hoshea (Hosea) 6:3 Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD <03068>: his going forth is prepared as the morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth.

Hoshea (Hosea) 6:9 And as troops of robbers wait for a man <0376>, so the company of priests murder in the way by consent: for they commit lewdness.

Hoshea (Hosea) 6:10 I have seen an horrible thing in the house of Israel <03478>: there is the whoredom of Ephraim, Israel <03478> is defiled.
Thematically, both the Torah and the ashlamata speak of men, of Israel, who have been struck by HaShem and how He heals us.
13. How is the Torah Seder related both by verbal tally and thematically to our Special Ashlamatah of ‎Hosea 14:2-10?
The verbal tallies between the Torah and the special Ashlamata of Hoshea are:
Say - אמר, Strong’s number 0559.

Children - בן, Strong’s number 01121.

Husband / Man - איר, Strong’s number 0376.

 

Vayikra (Leviticus) 15:1 And the LORD spake unto Moses and to Aaron, saying <0559> (8800),

2  Speak unto the children <01121> of Israel, and say <0559> (8804) unto them, When any <0376> man <0376> hath a running issue out of his flesh, because of his issue he is unclean.

Hoshea (Hosea) 2:2 Plead with your mother, plead: for she is not my wife, neither am I her husband <0376>: let her therefore put away her whoredoms out of her sight, and her adulteries from between her breasts;

Hoshea (Hosea) 2:4 And I will not have mercy upon her children <01121>; for they be the children <01121> of whoredoms.

Hoshea (Hosea) 2:5 For their mother hath played the harlot: she that conceived them hath done shamefully: for she said <0559>, I will go after my lovers, that give me my bread and my water, my wool and my flax, mine oil and my drink.

Hoshea (Hosea) 2:7 And she shall follow after her lovers, but she shall not overtake them; and she shall seek them, but shall not find them: then shall she say <0559>, I will go and return to my first husband <0376>; for then was it better with me than now.

Hoshea (Hosea) 2:10 And now will I discover her lewdness in the sight of her lovers, and none <0376> shall deliver her out of mine hand.
Thematically, both out Torah and the special ashlamata speak of men who have fallen because of their sin.
14. How is the Torah Seder related both by verbal tally and thematically to our Special Ashlamatah of ‎Micah 7:18-20?
The verbal tallies between the Torah and the special Ashlamata of Micah are:
There are no verbal tallies from the first two verses of our Torah.

Pardon / Bear - נשא, Strong’s number 05375.

Sin Offering - חטאה, Strong’s number 02403.

Vayikra (Leviticus) 15:10 And whosoever toucheth any thing that was under him shall be unclean until the even: and he that beareth <05375> any of those things shall wash his clothes, and bathe himself in water, and be unclean until the even.

Vayikra (Leviticus) 15:15 And the priest shall offer them, the one for a sin offering <02403>, and the other for a burnt offering; and the priest shall make an atonement for him before the LORD for his issue.

Micah 7:18  Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth <05375> (8802) iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy.

Micah 7:19  He will turn again, he will have compassion upon us; he will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins <02403> into the depths of the sea.
Thematically, Both out Torah portion and this special ashlamata speak of HaShem’s kindness when He pardons ans deals with our sins.
15. How is the reading of II Tsefet 1:1-2 related to each of the readings for this Shabbat?
The Torah Seder Vayikra 15:1-24: The Torah Seder calls for specific conduct for those who have bodily discharge. This conduct is mandated in three mitzvot connected and derived from this Torah Seder. These mitzvot establish “righteous conduct” for those with a bodily discharge. There is a considerable amount of Oral Torah that belongs to this material. These thoughts thematically connect with Hakham Tsefet who suggests that we follow the Oral Tradition as taught by the Master. This is the righteous conduct of the Nazarene Jew. 

Hoshea 6:1-11: 3. And let us know, (Gk- genosis) let us strive to know (genosis) the L-rd: like the dawn whose going forth is sure, and He will come to us like rain, like the latter rain which satisfies the earth. v6. For I desire loving-kindness, (Chesed - Gk charis) and not sacrifices, and knowledge (Gk epigenosis) of G-d more than burnt offerings. 

Hakham Tsefet makes a connection with the Ashlamatah through the words and concepts of Charis – Chesed and genosis - da’at and yada. This verse tells us exactly what Hakham was thinking when he opened his letter during the season of Rosh HaShana and the Fast of Gedaliah. 

Special Ashlamatah Hoshea 14:2-10: v3. Take words with yourselves and return to the L-rd. Say, "You shall forgive all iniquity and teach us [the] good [way], and let us render [for] bulls [the offering of] our lips. Verse 3 of the special Ashlamatah conceptually matches the idea of (plethuntheie en epignosei) “increase in knowledge” in Hakham Tsefet’s second verse. 

Micah 7:18. Who is a G-d like You, Who forgives iniquity and passes over the transgression of the remnant of His heritage? He does not maintain His anger forever, for He desires loving-kindness. 

This special Ashlamatah connects with Hakham Tsefet through the idea of chesed and charis. 

Tehillim 79 1-13: Hakham Tsefet bears connection to the Psalms 79 through several specific words. Two special words are deliverer and servant. Hakham calls himself a servant (dulos) and suggests righteousness is by faithful obedience to the mitzvot of G-d and (the Mesorah) of His deliverer Messiah. 

16. What important overall principles are taught in 2 Tsefet 1:1-2?
Our names depict our mission and our mida, our measure.
a. Teshuvah can never take place without Divine Chesed

b. Faithful obedience over a span of a life time is the true definition of emunah.

c. We are the vessels through which Divine mercy flows.

d. The call to service is costly but worth it.
Be subservient to G-d and His mitzvot

Be subservient to the Master and his Oral Torah

Conduct yourself as an Ambassador for G-d

Conduct yourself as an Ambassador for the Master

Maintain faithful obedience to the Mitzvot

Maintain faithful obedience to the Master’s Oral Torah

In increase you knowledge of the Mitzvot and Oral Torah by studying under a Hakham

17. What important two key principles according to Rashi are taught in Vayiqra 15:2?
There are two Pshat ideas that need to be applied:

1. How to determine the source of a discharge when it is only hinted at in the Torah (Ka-yoze bo mi-makon aher - Similarity in content to another Scriptural passage.). 
2. He is also showing us a principle of pshat (Binyan ab mi-katub ehad - Application of a provision found in one passage only to passages which are related to the first in content but do not contain the provision in question.) to help us understand the intent of HaShem.
18. In your opinion, and taking into consideration all of the above readings for this Sabbath, what is the prophetic message for this week?
Return to HaShem and He will heal us and pardon our sins.
This week should be our time of the greatest introspection to examine what is unclean and to call upon HaShem’s Divine Chesed to aid us in Teshuvah so that we will be ready for Yom Kippur.
Spend your days increasing your knowledge of the Mitzvot and Oral Torah the Torah’s Intent, by studying under a Hakham.

Lets us make every effort to make the pose that we displayed for Rosh HaShanah, be come our life by Yom Kippur, and carry that reality the rest of the year.
